0\ Commissioner’s
/

by Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D.
Kentucky Commissioner of Education

Gur
Comnonwealth

November 7, 2016
An important week ahead

We have a big week ahead of us and | hope you are all preparing. There are decisions to be made, strategies to be set
into motion and completed, and transitions to be planned. Yes, this week we celebrate Veterans Day.

You probably thought | was going to spend my blog discussing the election. Well, | figure there are plenty of other
people already doing that, and | actually do all | can to stay out of the politics and simply focus on education and our
students. Of course, the election will have a big impact on our lives both nationally and locally. The only thing | will say
about Election Day is to remind you of how important it is to exercise your right to vote, and to thoroughly consider your
vote for local school board members. Those races are not about party or palitics, they are about who will make good
decisions and policies for children.

Veterans’ Day is a big day this week — one of the most important holidays on the calendar, in my opinion. It is so much
more than a day off work for some. It is a day to remember and reflect on how much we owe to our military members
AND their families for the sacrifices that they have made for our country and our freedom.

Who does not love the videos on Facebook or the news that show a soldier's homecoming? We love it because they
are home safely, but | guarantee we do not love it nearly as much as their family, especially the children. As we
observe Veterans Day this week, let us not forget that our veteran’s sacrifice is not theirs alone. It is their entire family
that makes a sacrifice of time with their loved one and sometimes the ultimate sacrifice of their loved one’s life, which
impacts that family forever.

| am pleased that for the past decade, all of our Kentucky public schools have devoted at least one class period to the
observance of Veterans Day per KRS 158.075. | believe it is important that our students understand why we appreciate
and honor our veterans — especially the young ones who may not understand why mom or dad must leave for long
periods of time. They need to understand and see that we all appreciate what they are doing for our country. They need
to see that while they are sacrificing time with that parent, they are doing so for a most noble cause.

I would like to express my personal heartfelt thank you to our veterans. We owe you more than we give you credit for
and more than we can adequately express in just one day. The election we are having this week is because of you and
your sacrifices. You have allowed us to disagree, to voice our opinion and to cast a vote of our own free will. Thank you
for providing us with our freedom and without asking for anything in return. | hope you all know how much | appreciate
you. And | hope that we will all take time to say thank you this Friday.

Yes, this is a big week not only because we are electing new leaders, but because we celebrate the special men and
women who have given us that right and so much more.
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